Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Text 
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PAGE 01 STATE 308884 
ORIGIN NEA-10 

INFO OCT-01 AF-08 EUR-12 10-13 ISO-OO PRS-01 H-02 SSM-05 
PA-02 USIA-15 SS-15 NSCE-00 NSC-05 CIAE-00 INR-07 
NSAE-00 INRE-00 /096 R 

DRAFTED BY NEA/P:MKBERRY :DP 
APPROVED BY NEA/P:GFSHERMAN 
S/PRS - MR. FUNSETH (INFO) 

H - MR. FLATEN (INFO) 

SSM - MR. MC ANDREW 
NEA - MS. GRIFFIN 
NEA/ARN - MR. DRAPER 
NEA/EGY - MR. NEWBERRY 
NEA/IAI - MR. SMITH 

093422 /23 45 

O 221426Z DEC 76 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY BEIRUT IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY CAIRO IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY DAMASCUS IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY ABU DHABI 
AMEMBASSY ALGIERS 
AMEMBASSY AMMAN 
USINT BAGHDAD 
AMEMBASSY DOHA 
AMCONSUL JERUSALEM 
AMEMBASSY JIDDA 
AMEMBASSY KUWAIT 
AMEMBASSY MANAMA 
AMEMBASSY RABAT 
AMEMBASSY SANA 
AMEMBASSY TEHRAN 
AMEMBASSY TRIPOLI 
AMEMBASSY TUNIS 
USMISSION SINAI 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 STATE 308884 

AMCONSUL DHAHRAN 
USMISSION GENEVA 
AMEMBASSY KHARTOUM 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY MOGADISCIO 
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 
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USMISSION NATO 
AMEMBASSY NOUAKCHOTT 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMEMBASSY ROME 
USMISSION USUN NEW YORK 
USCINCEUR 

UNCLAS STATE 308884 

GENEVA FOR MEPC DEL, CINCEUR FOR POLAD 
E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PFOR 

SUBJECT: DEPARTMENT PRESS BRIEFING - DECEMBER 2 1 

1 . 

FOR YOUR INFORMATION AND GUIDANCE, FOLLOWING ARE EXCERPTS 
FROM DEPARTMENT SPOKESMAN S PRESS BRIEFING FOR DECEMBER 21, 

1976: 


Q. DO YOU HAVE ANY COMMENT ON THE SYRIAN-EGYPTIAN DECLARA- 
TION? 

A. NO, I DO NOT HAVE ANY COMMENT AT THIS TIME. I WILL TRY 
TO POST SOMETHING. IT HAS JUST BEEN RECEIVED IN THE BUILD- 
ING. 

Q. DOES THE DEPARTMENT HAVE ANY IDEA WHETHER MR. RABIN S 
RESIGNATION WILL HELP, HINDER, OR OTHERWISE AFFECT THE 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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COURSE OF THE MIDDLE EAST NEGOTIATIONS? 

A. I WAS ASKED THAT QUESTION YESTERDAY, SCOTT. 

Q. YESTERDAY, YOU WERE ASKED ABOUT THE DROPPING OF THE 
RELIGIOUS PARTY. TODAY, IT IS A RESIGNATION. 

A. ANYWAY, NO, I DO NOT THINK SO. 

Q. YOU DON’T THINK SO WHAT? 

A. IT WILL HAVE ANY EFFECT. 

Q. YOU DON’T THINK IT WILL HAVE ANY EFFECT. 

A. NO. 

Q. EVEN IN THE MONTHS AHEAD. 
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A. NO. WE DO NOT THINK IT WILL HAVE ANY EFFECT. 

Q. DO YOU HAVE ANY COMMENT ON THE SYRIAN-EGYPTIAN 
DECLARATION? 

A. WE HAVE SEEN THE PRESS REPORTS, BUT THIS IS 

BASICALLY A MATTER FOR THE EGYPTIANS AND SYRIANS AND NOT 

FOR US TO COMMENT ON. 

ROBINSON 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 
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